" CIVILIZATION  AND  ITS  DISCONTENTS "
uncritical of these statements of his friends, but since
he is using them only as points (Fappui he might have
made a better choice. The interest he lavishes on
them is dictated more by friendship than by their
substance. He is " quite willing " to grant that
many men may experience such an oceanic feeling.
I myself am rather sceptical. I suspect that what
that friend is describing is more a sentiment than a
feeling. And then, there is a significant lack of con-
nection between the statements of the two friends
and the subsequent statements of the third friend,
who quotes them.
What is the vital point of this section ? For it does
not lie in the discussion of the oceanic sensation,
wherein this rather questionable phenomenon is
interpreted as part of the evolution of the ego
consciousness. A bypath turns out to be more
rewarding, leading to the problem of the preserva-
tion of the psychic content. Here, too, Freud
extends hints rather than elaborated theories, sug-
gestions of how to find the solution rather than the
solution itself, doubts that are fruitful rather than
barren certainties. The well-educated fools of all
countries do not think much of such endeavours;
they are fond of certainty in science. They look
upon doubt as a menace to the order of things,
human and divine.
The telling point of this section is reached in the
course of this digression. Freud compares the
phenomena of the psyche with the changing face of
a city, where layer is buried beneath layer, but all
are constantly present. It is not the first time that
Freud remarks upon the permanence in change, the
change in permanence of the psychic processes.
Freud's analogy approaches most closely and
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